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E S by Divine Providence 
Lord Biſhop of Lincols. 


acred Maj ty, the great.' Patron of 
-—1.:....this. Church; th : He. - was: pleaſed to 
Koopur Us; < © ” To JP taken from. among 


this: Ancient See, 


er Igr 
"oe nor our Sy moos nor: _ 
" Reſolve. our Doubts. is 
therefore, comes in alb Hum: lity, 
profound Reſpe&, to ſhew your Loxdſhip, 
Senſe of moſt- of | your Clergy, a ut. an. 
Cuſtom, introduced in theſe later Ages, of © 
zents.; to'take: Licenſesito Preach. A: 
they. have.received Ordinatio 


.. 


Seve) ; oe 
believe that 'our . Lordſhip intends. 
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pany out tins A 
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The Epifile Dedicatory,” 


from each other. * And accordingly that you a 


will never permit, any Conſideration, to pain 
that Aſcendency in your i Thoughts, as to conti- 
nue a Cuſtom, utterly unknown to ,the Primi- 
_ tive, and middle times; and unulſeful in theſe. 
And can. furniſh Us with nothing but Scruples 
in” our Selves, and Objections againſt us in our 
Adverfaries. Le +2 - 3 ns 
_ We know that you have Kindneſs" enough, to. 
forgive the Weakneſs of Management -; and 
Wiſdom enough to firengthen ics dent where 
it needs; and therefore do humbly FO 'the 
whole thatrer to your ſound Judgment 4! In; 
aſſurknce, that youw-will'add 6 the "Bleſſing 
our -publick” Peace,] by" giving” us private ſatis- 
faction; in withdrawing/this: Cuſtom, or at teaft 
ro/InſteuCt us:in the neceffity” of its Continadnee, 


— who have'ns"other' Deſign, but'ts be Diriful, 


whatever is-determined' :* and to be ranght what 
we do-ndt undetftandi; which will 'be- abun- 
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©: 
Diſcourſe of Licenſes to: Breath. 


So | | 
PFIAHE 2c laſt Night 
- -* ,_ Preach, are ſo frequently, and urged 
to be taken, and Exhibited, by Incumbents ;*in "our 
'Epiſcopal Vilitations': "being then” Anſwered with 
ſome heſitation, the help of 'a few hours Thoughts, gives me 
the advantage | of ſetting this matrer in a clearer Light before 
'you.  Which'-1 think ( for want of a better Method ) may 
be done by elucidating theſe Seven enſuing, Propoſitions. 

Firſt, That Ordination, to Prieſthood, gives Authority to the 
Ordained to: Preach. 

Secondly, That the Church for 1400 years, never required 
Incumbents of Benefices, to- take Licenſes” to Preach. © 

Thirdly, That the Church Canons. enjoyned_ all Incumbents 
to; Preach, under great Penalties, ' 


"oblige' Incumbents to take them. 

Fifthly, If the Canons 'did ever oblige Incurnbents to' take 
Licenſes: It was upon. an accidental Conſideration. | 

Sixthly, That Licenſes add, nor, diminiſh any thing, to or 
from the Title to any Benefice. 

Seventhly, That the forcing Incumbents to take Licenſes (6 nce 
.the firſt Accidental Occaſion ): was of, no Benefit to the Church, 
but to gain Fees. _ 

1 __ Theſe Propoſitions made good, will infer the Trilth of 'my 
- Sudden Anſwer. . That theſe Licenſes are preſſed upon Incunt- 


6? S MT ſelf to clear them in Order. 
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. Fourthly, "When Licenſes were firſt Introduced, they did not. 


[beats upon very . mean Conſiderations. [ ſhall therefore * PW : 
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Firſt, That Ordination to Prieſthood, gives Authority to the 
Ordained to Preach. * A Truth ſo well known, and belicved, 
that few will Liſt themſelves in- the Army of Opponents, but 
ſuch as Gain by it. Moſt will wonder what Ordination means, 
if it gives not Authority to Preach. For it was uſed to fit the 
Presbyter for his whole Function, of which Preaching was a 
very Canſiderable Part. 

When our- Saviour ordained his Miniſtry, He bid them £0 
reach all Nations, and Baptize them, And in Conformity to 
Chriſts Inſtitution, the whole. Catholick. Church . thus. prepared 
Preachers by- Ordination. And To doth the Church off England 
in her Office of Ordination, Require thoſe that are to be or- 
dained to Promiſe, That they. will give faithfub Diligence alwaies 


ts miniſter the Dofttrine and <0 RPE And to teach the: People 
comoyred Fs "ef . Char grive Away, all Erroneous cud 
Rr, es wo if 


| 'S _T, | le Tai they 
horde. be therewito er ſaith, at 
Ingo, Ce Ag By. "Aion 4 A Et FP er. of: the Word of 


aud of. his holy S atratnents.” So that he is as much "Autha- 


- Fjzsd. to: Preaching, as to. faite Sacraments. And. there- 


foxe myay be -as LE forced t6.4, new Licenſe for, Adminiftring 
Cy ng as. Gr Dh e: But in triith, both theſe Fon- | 


F-thi in Verer bl al 7 þ 
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= all this he changht.t0o, ele to Yet hi to* Preach, 
yet fire when the. Ordaining B Biſhop felivers Hin the Bible 
with. theſe Words ; Take thou Authority 76” 'Preath the ww of 
God, and to Miniſter the holy Sacraments, in the Congregation, here 
Thom: (halt. be lawfully appomnted thereunto. Who can+ doubt” but 
that He'is as much T | ttiorized to Prezch in that. Place, as. to 
Adminiſter bis balg. Sacrament. "That is, is much as al] the Licen- 
Fes in the Warld, can give Him. For here the Ocdaining Bi- 
nol fer Him Authority to Preach and Adminiſter, under the 
red Circumſtances imaginable =. being in Cathedra: in 

Tg of God.: and before the Aſſembly of Saints : at 

bs Als tar i and Seals. this CharaQer, .with the' 'moſt tre- 
mexdow dy and Blood of Chriſt; "And what" can a Scroke 
}.bicenſe do. more. than This? Is a. Biſhop: greater in 

his. bn udp os Dining.Room ? than at the Church? or is” his 
Fable greater than the Altar 2 or Himſelf and Secretary, more 
venerable than the Congrepation ? what pitty 15S, it that Ava- 
rice or other unknown. cauſe, ſhould run men into: ſich Ab- 
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"But They” 'niay ſoy, thovgh this be « "he yet the Presbyter 
hath no Seal to Evidence this ; ſo that He can't make it appear 
to all People where He comes. This we” muſt Juſtly deny, 
for He receives Letters of Orders under the Biſhops hand and 
* Seal 3 by which this Authority 'is manifeſted, as much as by the 
Licenſe. So ther, we do with good Conſcience, and ypon plain 
Evidence affirm, the Presbyter, hath Licenſe to Preach by his 
Letters 'of Orders, and needs* no more, if 'Officers need no 
Money. 

This. Authority ſatisfied the holy” Catholick Church for Four- 
teen Centuries : amongſt whoſe Records we find no Licenſes to 
Preach beſides their Letters 'of Orders: 

We, hear of St. Cyprian's Presbyter Didienfes,” bat: read -no 
other Title to Prezch. befides* his Letters F- Orders: And 
when the. Laure: were ſertted*in' ; we” yet" find-nothing 
but Ordination and the Prieſts Mi 6" 'Uwell it 2 houſe pli- 
ced. yery.. near the. Church : Which anſwers well: cough to'our 
Inſtitution. =; S320 


© Secondh ly, That the Church Fu doo) yards never + required 

Mmcumbents on Benifices, 'to' take Licenfes to Preach. - 
"This Pa being, i Lees admits-of no other Proof. 
icenſs to Preach, hath come ro 
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miniſter Cen hers he thought gone retro 'We- find 
alſo 'a great. many Requiſite. Forrds, br- Letters uſed 'in many 
Caſes * as the "Emmial *Erplurl gi: ; Kxyoregt Swodlrg? Sver]ivar 
( which alſo were ſometimes called *A:2xv):25? becanſe they did 
not only commend. the Party | that had Them, bnt alſo contain- 
ed his; diſmiſſion. in Peace.) "There were alſo Liter Formate. 
( called fo I think from the Form' of 'the Biſhops Seat put to 
them.) as alſo Communicatirie "given to Chriſtians Travelling, 
that they might_he received into the Catholick Commnnion, \ 
where they came. Theſe. and a few others, we' meet with-in 
the. Primitive times, .as the Traftorie "which direted the Meſ- 
ſengers of Chutches, and gave them ready Acceptance where 
they were, ſent.” And "ſo ancient, © that we find the Sur1-197 
Or. Commendatory Lefters mentiqned by 'S. Pail himſelf as -, 


of common vſc in his 'time. Witnefs ' thoſe words of © his BR Fs 
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+ Antioch we.ſee ſome others; but no -where theſe Letters-of - 
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Licenſe for Preaching. - And if there were any ſuch, ?tis to. be 
wonder*d at, that neither Bernardinus Ferarins. that treated ſo 


minutely- of the ancient Rights of Biſhops : nor Alcuinus, Ama-. 


larins, or any other of thoſe Antiquaries, that Charles the Great . 


ſet on. work, to ſearch the ancient cuſtoms of the Church : nor. 


any other, of. thoſe colleted by Melchior Hittorpips, ſhould hit 


on them. 'We-,can*t ſuſpe&. thoſe Authors of Ignorance, in 
the Church Canons and cuſtoms ſeeing it was a known Rule: 
Nulli Sacerdotum liceat ſuos .Canones ignorare. . 


We. may add the Probability, that this Church of England, / 


knew nothing of this Licenſe to Preach, in the time of Arch- 
biſhop, Strarford Ar. Dom, 1342,-,nor at any time before. For 
hjs ,Synod [endeavoured to ſtop the Oppreſſions of the Clergy ; 
and, to Reſtrain., the; greedy - appetites of the Officers; ſeeing 
the inferior. Clergy.. gragning under- their burdens, ready to joyn, 
with the Wiclefiſts in their complaints. . And therefore enume- 
rated all the Seals and Writings then in uſe: and” aſcertained, 
the Fees, for them: but makes no mention of any Licenſes'to 


Preach as..diſtinQ., from _ Letters of Orders. They are thus. 


reckoned. Pro. Scripturs. Literarum, Inquiſtionum, Inftitutionum, 


al. Collationum, & Commiſſionum ad inducendum, vel Certificato-" 


rhjs ipſarum. in; Beneficijs, ultra, xi) Denarios. Pro Literis vero Ct 
Juslibet Sacri Ordmis,: ultra,y) Denaries dits Clerici per ſe vel per 
a#has,, non. recipiant quavis. mode. .- And. farther to Evyidencei thay, 
the Synod. intended. to omit nothing then in uſe,. they add that 
the. Sewers, Porters, Groems,,.nor Barbers ſhould require no- 
thing, giving, this Reaſon fox jt, That the: Ordinary ought to 
maintain his own Servants with fitting Wages. . Now can any, 
man ( not quite deſerted 'of Reaſon ) imagine_ this. intent -Sy-, 
nod-forgat theſe: Licenſes to Preach ?.. Or. may we not more 
xeaſonably . conclude, there was ao Foatſtep of any ſuch Practice. 
then. in uſe? . And ;yet ,we ſhall foon hear;,of it, even in his 
time, tho? not required to be taken by any Incumbents. | 


 Thirdy,. That the Church Canons enjoyned all Incumbents to: | 
Preach under great. Penalties ; -which ſurely they would not do. 


if, they were not qualified. for ic, without Licenſes. But the: 


 Canons- proceed ,on a Suppolition, that ,Ordination and Inſtitu-. 
tion, -gave, Title enough ro furniſh out a Preacher for his Cure. 


It,will not. be neceſſary .to ſhew the many Canons of Codex Ec- 
clefe_miverſeiz, ſeeigg our own Church: hath plenty. enopgh; 
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But if any deſire it, he may conſult Photins his Nomo canon, tie, 
8. c. 2, where He may be ſatisfied. 

For the Church of Englands zeal that way, we may nl 
Stephen L.angtons Decree, in the Council holden at Oxford Arno 
1222, how earneſtly Preaching is urged on all Incumbents Pre- 
ſemis Concihj definitione d;ſtrifte duximus injungendum, ut Refores & 
vicarij, Plebes ſibi commnſſs pabulo verbi Dei, ſecundum: quod fuit 


js int ſpiratum, informare procurent, 'ne canes muti merita judicentur : 


cum latratu ſalubri a Caulis Dominicis Luporum ſpiritualium' morſus 
70n expellunt &C. 

So likewiſe Fohn Peccham in a Conſticution made» at Lan. 
beth An. Dom. 1281 Cap. Ignorantia Sacerdotum &c. Impoſes this 
care on the Archdeacon to watch the Clergy. concerning, Prea- 
ching. '' Quoties Archidiaconi invenerint +Presbyterss, Taſtieutionems 
moralem' populo-minime” predicaſſe," ſex publicaſſe, toties eos". arguant 
& pena Canonica caſtigando ſupplere + coniyellant,: quod, remert, - 0mniſe= 
{en MR 

The ſame Council alſo lays this charge on the Clergy. Pre-. 
cipimus, ut quilibet Sacerdos Plebi - praſidens, quater 1m Anno— per. 
vel per alium exponat populo vulgariter, quatunor. decem Fidei Articu- 
los : Decem mandata Decalogi : Duo Precepta Evangely : Septems ope-+ 
ra miſericordie : Septem mortalia peccata &c. and gives, them a Me- 
thod how to do it. By which we may conclude, they were ſa 
far from Reſtraining their Clergy from Preaching ; that they 
urged it by all good means they could. While we ſtrive to 
embaraſs that work, till ſo mach money is paid for our leave 


Tis true indeed, that if a Prieſt were a Stranger”; that-came 
out of Ireland, Wales, or Scotland, and for the ſame Reaſon, from. 
any other Foreign Church, ſuch a one was forbidden to cele- 
brate any Divine Offices in this Church : If he came -withous 
Commendatory or Dimiſſory - Letters of -his Ordinary ( And e+ 
ſpecially if there were any doubt- of bis Lawful- Ordination ) - 
Unleſs He came with a Licenſe from the Dioceſan.  . This Con4 
ſtitution was made under Walter Reynolds, in the Second -Coun- 
cil at Oxford Amo 1322, in theſe words Item precipimus ne Sae 
cerdotes ignori, de quorum Ordinatione non conſtat ad Divinorum ce- 
lebrationem diſerviendo Eccleſijs admittantur, niſs de Licentia Epiſ+ 
copi Diaceſani. Nor was it Lawful for the Dioceſan to; give : 
him that Licenſe, without Letters Teſtimonial and good; Evie. 
_— that He. was Jawfully. ordained... | 


\ 
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Here we Tee « Licenſe mentioned to be given by the Dioce- 
ſan, but it was ro 2 Foreigner. 2 To enetnat was no Incum- 
ynd, de bent. 3. To one whoſe Ordination was doubted. 4. Twas a 
ler. pere- Licenſe” ad celebrationem: Divinarum, which the Gloſs interprets, 
rinat, c. 8 to celebrate Maſs; the Canonical hours : and to adminiſter Sa- 
craments :: ſo that ]t-was not a bare Licenſe to Preach. 5. The 
Reaſon-of it was, .That none below the Dignity of a Biſhop, 
might be truſted with the Judgment of Foreigners Pretences 
to holy Orders. Which therefore can make nothing to our 
Licenſes to Preach. There is another Provifion concerning 
Chaplains celebratioa in any of..our Churches, after Lollara;/- 
me beganito ſpread it ſelf; made in a Council at Oxford un- 
der Thomac. drondel Anno 1408. in theſe words: Nullus Cap- 
pellanus- a#mitratur ad celchrandam, in aliqua Dieceſi noſtre Canty-= 
arienſis Provincie, in qua Oriundus five Ordinatus fuerit ; niſs deferat 
ſecum Literas Ordinum ſuorum, atque Literas Commendatitias Diece- 
ſan ſui' &c. without which Qrders and Commendatory | Letters 
of the” Biſhop, if any. RefQor, Vicar, or Curate, did permit 
him'to celebrate, Permittens oriter puriatur.  Qn which we may 
obſerve, ”Tis a -- Rule. for. Chaplains not. Incumbents. -2'. It 
enables them to. celebrate: Divine Service,.as well as to: Preach, 
and ſs accords not with our Licenſes: - -. o 


Ill. + * Fornthly,- When: Licenſes were firſt introduced, the Church 
_ obliged no Incumbents to take theſe Licenſes to Preach. . If they 
did Require it, we might expe to hear of them, either. at Inſti- 
totion;"or 'InguEtion : but we hear of - none. -in, company: with 
cither of them. SK: 
Firſt we- hear of none at. Inſtitntion. There is a Conſtituti- 
on made at Lambeth under Archbiſhop Peccham, concerning the 
. Inſtitution of :'anIeumbent; direQing the Form of it, in theſe 
words: ' Statutes wut uniuquiſque Epiſcopus, Clerico, quem ad Ec- 
clefiars admittae, Literas Patonres ſuper ſua. Admiſſions coucedat. [ns 
rer ala Fontinentes, in! quo: conſiſt at. Qrdine + ettam quo Titulo, ad bu- 
juſmodi Beneficium \atimittatuy. &c. Had that Council then thought 
Licenſes to- Preach \neceflary, no_ doubt they had order'd them 
too. 'Secing-now the Incumbent was going to his Cure, .un-, 
GO "obligation -of the Canons to. Preach, and. Inſtruct bis 
on eg Sits ab 1 Das 4 [ : | bry="ys 3 71 oy 
It ſeems the Gloſator thought the-Letters of Inſtitution thus 
"drawn, were Title good enough, without any farther Licenſe 
os to 


to Preach: for He tells us Hz enim Litere' in Beneficialibus haben- 
tur loco Tatuti, That this Inſtitution was his Title. . 

Secondly, nor doth any thing concerning theſe Licenſes ap- 
pear, when Mandats for Induction were enjoyn'd In the Coun- 
Cil held at Oxford under the afore named John Stratford in the 
year 1343 ( as many reckon ) or 1342 (as the Manuſcript Co- 
Py in the Bedlejan Library hath it ) Mandats for InduQtion are 
mentioned; and the Rates, of them ſet, to beund the Gripes 
of Avarice. But no mention is yet made of theſe Licenſes to 
Preach. The Conſtitntion is Sacro approbante Concilis, ſt aruimus,. 
ut hi qui admiſſos ad Beneficia Eccleſiaftica, ad Mandatum Superia- 
ris tenentur jnducere; pro induttione bujuſmodi facienda Sumptibus con- | 
 tententur moderatis. Videlica fi Archi Diaconus Inducat xL Denarijs. | ; 
Si ſuns Officialis, duorum ſolidorum- perceptione, Providing, that if F 
either take more than is there allowed, for the _InduQtion, ar _ -. 
'propter Literas Certificatorias ( meaning the indorſed Certificates ;;.. 5. *Þ 
of Execution) They are to be ſuſpended ab Officis, et ingrefſu Ec- ( 
cleſts. Till they Refund the Extorted money, to -the Party 
wronged. "FA ; 

. We may ( without doing violence to our Reaſon ) believe, 
That bounds had. been ſet, to the Rates of Licenſes alſo, had 
there, been any ſuch things then in uſe. And the rather becauſe 
.the ſame Council, under the. ſame Prelate, complain'd heavily 
'of the great Exactions them on the Clergy. And therefare fixt | 
the charge of every Seal then in uſe, for Incumbents to take, conft, 1. .M 
as appears by their Conſtitution Seva et miſerabilis Cnpiditas &C. tit. 22. % | 
which hath been already touched. In which they Decree againſt | 
both Biſhops, Archdeacons, and their Clerks ; That they ſhall not 
take for any Writings above twelve pence. Nor for any Let- 
ters of Orders above fix pence. And for Sealing nothing at alk. 
K any Clerk took more, he was to refund double. If he were 
a Beneficed man, he was ſuſpended ab officio &. Beneficio. If 2 
Lay man he was to be ſuſpended ab igreſſu Eccleſre, till fatis- 
faction made. ES. : 
"Tis very. probable; That ſuch- Conſtitutions of our own, and 
the Catholick Church, cauſed that Learned ant tender Pretate | 
' Biſhop Keaell,, to write the Letters of Orders and Inſtitutions. v. Purnets 
himſelf as the. worthy Dr. Burxce, the preſent Biſhop of Saruns /ife of Be» 
teſtifies of him. : d:l.. 
The ſame Coanncil condeſcended to take notice, That Arch- 
deacons would not ſuffer Incumbents, to adminiſter Divine ſer= 
vace, in the Cures they were atmitted to,:till they had paid theme 
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fix pence, for matriculation, in their Rolls of Call. Which 
payment that Council reduced to one penny as formerly it was. 
And is it -probable they ſhould amit a Licenſe ( if any ) that 
remembred fuch a Trifle ? IG 

And farther to ſhew the diligence of the Gloſs on that De- 
cree, that nothing be forgotten ; 1t blames thoſe Ordinaries, 


"that will Reviſe their Clergies Orders, Inſtitutions &c. for be- 
- refit: though they have peruſed and ſatisfied themſelves about 


'them before. 


Thirdly, In the firſt appearances of any Licenſes to Preach, 
we find the Incumbents of. Churches, not charged to take them. 


"But their Right to Preach, by virtue of their Inſtitution ;'and 


their Obligation thereto, is acknowledged. 

The &r{ Occaſion of forbidding Preaching, without Licenſe, 
that we met withall, was in regard to Wickliffes Doarins, then 
much fpread in England : under the name of Lollards. Not ſo 
called e Lolio from Durnell, as Godolphin and Lyndwood, and other 
Civilians fancy. As If they were the plague of the Church, as 
Darnell is of Wheat. But from one Walter Lollard a German, 
the firſt noted to profeſs thoſe Dofrins, about the year 1315. 
This Sea ſpread much in the Reign of Eaw. III. and increaſed 
to the times of Fen. V. whereof John Witkiffe Redor of Lut- 
terworth was the greateſt Promotor, in England. Of whoſe 
Doctrine Fcrty Fiye Articles - ſtand condemned in the Eighth 
Seſſion of the' Council of Conſtance. As likewiſe at London An- 
0 1382. And at length, the Profeſſors of it were condemned 
to puniſhment, by 2& of Parliament, made 2 Henry V.'cap. 7. 
And-Thomas Arondell Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, decreed many 
things againſt them, in a Council held at Oxford, Anno Dom. 
1408. And Pope 74artin the Fifth Ammo 1429 raiſed a Cruſado 
againſt Them, under the Conduct of Ferry Cardinal of S. Euſe- 
bizs and (if my memory fail not) then Biſhop of Wincheſter. 

Now fleeing that many Foreigners, and Laymen, Catechizers, 
.and LeQurers, took upon them to Pieach theſe Dodrines ; a 
Conſtitution was made, in the ſaid Council at Oxford 1408, 
Thar none ſhould Preach without Licenſe. . 

The words of the Decree are ; Ordinamus quod ' nullus Secula- 
"ris aut Regularis, ad predicandum verbum Dei, a jure Scripto mini- 
me authoriſatus : privilegiove ſperiali munitus, Officium ceu exercitinn 
predicationis ejuſdem verbi Dei, in ſe aſſumat. Populove aut Clero, 
quoviſmodo predicet, in Latino Sermone ſeu vulgari, in Eccleſia aut 


Extra &c. Unleſs He preſent himſelf to the Dioceſan, and 
_ un- 
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tndergo his Examination : and being found fit, be be font to 
Preach, to one or more certain Pariſhes, as the: Ordinary ſhall 
think fit. And tis order'd that no ReQtor cr'Vicar'is to per« 
mit any to Preach, unleſs he ſhow his Miſſion, orſpecial Privi« 
ledge ; How he appears qualified for the ſervice of Preaching, 
© Or if hecome from the Dioceſan, He is to 'ſhewthis Letters 
© under Seal. But this concerned thoſe that were not” autho- 
riſed Jure Scripto, as all Incumbents were And Friers Pradicants, 
and Minors were authoriſed to Preach by ſpecial Priviledg, and 
the Gloſs thinks Auguſtinians and 'Carmelites were io too. 
So that it did not reach them. But it did reach al} other: 
Friers, Strangers, Lecturers, Catechiſers, and the like. FO 

That Incumbents. were nor intended, is plain from the-Excep=- 
tion, Jure Scripto winime authoriſati, for they had. their Authority: 
under Seal, and by the Canons were bound'to Preach. And 
the following Clauſe cleers it : © Curatiom vero perpetunm, miſſun 


| © prtelligimus a Fure, ad Locum et populunms Chre ſue. * And: it farther 
. © adds:concerning Curates that-might - be/ changed 5 4. Saceravres: 


© vero Parochiales ſen Vicarij temporales , et non perpetui, in forms 
© ſupradift4 non miſſi, in Eccleſijs illis, inquibus hujaſtbar officia gerunt 
© Illa ſola- ſimpliciter predicent, que in Conſtitutione "Provincial, a bone 
© memorie fohanne Predeceſſore noſtro, in Capitt Ignorantia Sacerdotur, 
continentur expreſs... £3 

Now becauſe men might "imagine, this new Licenſe to.Preach 
was*order'd to be taken, on purpoſe-to* get more ©Feesy .? Tis: 
wiſely provided by the Council, that it ſhould be'granted,: Sine 
aliqual; Exattione pecunie without any manner of Fee...  Celerxer. 
expediunter, et gratis, ſays the Conſtitucion. 

And then the Council provides, If any ſach Preach, without 
theſe Letters: or if any ſay; the Church hath 'not power te 
lay on this Reſtraint, .he incurs* the Sentence of the -greater 
Excommunication :-and is to be treated as a Heretick, or Shjſma- 
tick having all his goods confiſcated. Yea the place where 
ſuch Preaching is held{( if not ſtopt- by the People is put un- 
der InterdiQ. \t vs "Mp 

From this Conſtitution we may draw theſe Concluſions, 1 That 
this was a new Law, not impoſed; before,z'to take Licenſes to 
Preach. 2 That Incumbents are declared to hive pawet to Preach 
Fure Scripto by Law, in their' Cures. '3 Fhat ſome others had 
Right to Preach, without taking theſe .Licenſes Privilegio Specs 
ali: as Friers Predicants, Mirzors, + Auguſtinians and; Carmebtes. 
4 That theſe Licenſes were wh granted by. the Dioceſian 0” + 
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and not per. inferiorem Epiſcopo, namely not by any Archdeacon, 
Chancellor, Commiſſary, Official or the like. 5. That. theſe, 
Licenſes were to be taken by Strangers LeQurers &c. but nor 


>by: Incumbents, nor their. temporary Curates. 6 That theſe In- 
cymbents'or temparary Curates were to Admit, or Refuſe fuch - 


Preachers; in. their Cures as they ſhould find their Licenſes to be. 
7 That thoſe who were bound to take Licenſes to Preach, were 
not to pay one. Farthing for them. This part of the Conſtitn- 
tion well obſerved, would-end all Diſputes, about Parochial Djo- 
ceſan, and Provincial Licenſes. 8 It ſhews where this wiſe Coun- 
cil Judged Licenſes to: Preach neceſſary : Namely for afl- that 
had nor perpetual,: or temporary Cure-of- Souls: For to them 
that had: fuch Cyres, Ordination gave them Jus ad Rews, Autho- 
rity: to Preach, in any part: of. the holy Catholick Church. : 
But'Inſtitution gave them: Fs #2 Re, a Right to Preach aty- 
ally.\to the People of their Cures: And to the temporary Cu- 


rates : by. virtue af the Incumbents Deputation- As alſo ta. 


neceſſary. Afiftants in - caſe : of . Sickneſs, or neceſſary Ab. 


The Friers. Titles, -are not neceſſary. here. to be ſpoken to, 


becauſe this Church of England is troubled with none of them, 
that” come to-::challenge ayy Right. 


*Fifthly,; 1E- the 1Canons; of this Church did, ever oblige In- 
cumhbenrs:'to take Licenſes to. Preach. It was, ypons very ex- 
traordinary; and Accidental Conſiderations. Such as alſo forced 
the Church to; compoſe: books of. Homilies, for the uſe of Incum- 
bents that could not Preach. 4 IP 

Upon the: Reformation, there were great Numbers of In- 
cumbents; brought into, the Church-in the. time of Popery that 


were- not able:to Preach : who yet turned Proteſtants and con-. 


formed' to the Dodrine; and - Diſcipline of this Church as far 


as they were able ;;whom the. Piety and Charity of thoſe times. 


thought not fit to:caſt out of their Livings ;. becauſe they 
thought fit to give them ſome Reſpe@ for. their Conformity : 
and -to fave. the - Pariſhes from. the burthen. of, their mainte- 
nance :*and thoſe; poor. Prieſts from periſhing, through wants, : 
and” becauſe they. had--not.. jLearnied. men enough to put into 
their *places > and - becauſe -they; would, not willfully force, by 


theit- violent: treatment, ſo; many, men, to at againſt the 'Safe- 


ty- of, Church and. State; which had Enemies enough, both at 


home 8nd-abroad, wherefore they were permitted to. continue in. 
#75 2; TS: | | their. 
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their Living, and to celebrate Divine Service: but were never 
forbid to Preach : yet when the Church fannd them able ( by 
their Study and Induſtry, and often hearing Sermons ) to Preach; 
They wiſely took that opportunity, to try their Parts, and to 
bring them under Snbſcriptions;to uſe the Proteſtants method, by 
requiring them to take Licenſes to Preach, when: they thought 
themſelves able. 

One may juſtly wonder how ſuch ignorant Men came into the 
Church : conſidering how importunate the-Primitive Canons are 
for Prieſts Preaching : inſomuch that the laſt Council of Carthage 
enjoyns it every day, or at leaſt eyery Lords day. And if 

the Presbyter were ſick, the Deacon is order to read a Homily: 
to the People. And that S. Ambroſe, Ebryſoſtom, atid Auguſt ines 
Works ſhew that they Preacht all Faſts and Feaſts, as well as Sun- 
days; and often every day, and many times twice a day. But 

this change muſt be Attributed to the guidance of the Roman * 
Chnrch, in which Preaching fell early into contempt : for Sozo» _. 
men obſerves the difference of- thar Church from' all 'others,! in 59% * 7- 
this matter. Our 5 5 &Horor@, 74 dXQ©- ty erflade en” Exxncvineg * 
PAoxes which was in the Reign of Yalentinian and Theodo» 
ſous. And leaſt any ſhpuld think Sozomen miſtaken in the Pra- 
Ctiſe of Rome, he may find the ſame Afﬀirmed by Caſſrodore in his 
Tripartite Hiſtory, who lived in Rome, and could not: be Tgno- 
rant of their ſervices. *Tis trne Yaleſſvs thinks this cuſtome 
alter'd in Pope Leo, who did Preach to' the People; but one 
Swallow makes no Summer : He himſelf looks Irregular for his 
pains. You may know that that Church holds Preachmg. to be 
no part of the Eſſence of Priefthood : for they account, Poteſtaters 
offerendi vernm corpus Chrifti & remittends peccata, the power of 
offering the very body -of Chriſt in the Euchariſt, and of Re- 
miffion of Sins, to make up the formality of Prieſthood. And 
accordingly Anathematize ſuch as ſay, Qui non Pradicant, prorſus Cone. Tri. 
non eſſe Sacerdotes : one may be apt 'to ſiſpet thoſe to be of the _ þ;.- 
ſame mind, that judgea Prieſt in his place may not Preach with- 1, «+. 
out taking out a New Licenſe ſo todo. We deny not but a Man 

may be a Prieſt that can'c Preach in reſpeQ of Age, Sickneſs, or * 
thelike :; but deny him to be a Prieſt of Chriſts Inſtitution, that 
hath not power to Preach, if he be able: becauſe Chriſt order'd 
all that he ſent to Preach and Baptize. And if you read on, the 2 
next Seſſion of that Council of Tr*t, they ſeem more for 15. ſeſs 24. 
Preaching than our Proteſtant Viſitors ;, for they ſay Predicationis 4e Refor. 
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munus Epiſcoporum pracipunm eſt : and command all to Preach ſaltews f?' + 2 
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omnibus dominicis & follennibus feſtis dicbus. Er tempore Quadrageſt. 
mali, et Adventus, quotidie vel ſaltem tribus in hebdomade diebus, 

But the Hiſtory of the Council of Trex will tell yon, whence 
this new.Flame of Preaching was rais'd ; intimating that Preach- 
ing was loſt in Cathedrals, &c. nor did any but Regulars keep 
Hiſt. Con. it up, till Azrno 1546, when it was raiſed again, by certain Rules 
Trent. 1.2. of Reformation, paſs'd in the Trent Council, on June 17th. the.. 
P- 173 ſame Year; upon the loud Accuſations and Complaints of all Peo- 

ple, both Popiſh and Proteſtant for a Reformation. 
Yet that Church ſeems to have an aking Tooth againſt it to 
this day, which- may be gueſſed, from the Scornful reproaches }. 
2. c Caſton the Preachers, by ſome of -them, of whom we ſhall only. 
Gard. pag. inſtance- in ' Becanus. a Jeſuite, ſeeing his immodeſty knows no 
9794- Bounds in his Diſpute with Garadins, he tells him.  Quamur. 
'  mudeſtie Pallio ſe obtegat Gardins, Pradicanticam naturam exuere 
202 poſſe. Again, Hanc Prerogativam (icl:i:et ineptiendi) Preaicanti- | 


1d. 1. c. bus relinquo. . $o he charges him. imzperitia novi Pradicantis. - And 
$.:16, p. farther, ta antiqui Patres id ftatuunt : fi tu cum vulgo Predicantium.. 
17: #%. S: oliter ſentes per-me licet. Again note. ſant. Predicantium Impoſture, 
4p ut facile caveri et contemni queant, SO again novellus aliquis Pradi- 
c.3. $.117, cans ſuſſuratur argumenta.ex Bellarmino. By which and many other. 
__*  ſuchlikepaſſages; one may diſcern their bitterneſs againſt Preach--. | 
ing, as a. moſt ridiculons Employment ; yet -S. Paul... Magnifies, | 
Rom. x1; Of rather Glorifies this Office. And tells us-by this follifhneſs of 
13. 1 Cor. Preaching, God intends to ſave ſome, ' And *twas the Apoſtles main | 
1..21- buſineſs, as that great Apoſtle notes, For Chriſt ſent me not to. 
2 þ I. Baptize, but to Preach the Goſpel. By. which it appears that 
#'. Preaching was not only an eſſential part of a Prieſt, but is pre-. 
ferred to Sacraments themſelves. So that a Jeſuite follows Jeſus. 
in-bis Name, but his. Sentiinents are vaſtly different, and: often 
contrary.; for Chriſt-ſent the Preachers,. and. the Jeſuite derides 
them. | | | 
1d. Cen, If any doubt of the Ignorance of the . Rowan Clergy, at the 
Hard. 4: Reformation, they may ſee it proved beyond Exception, in the 
Pot. P.$22. learned Fewel againſt Harding 3 in truth Learning made ſo great /, 
a fall, in the ſixth Century, that the prime Men of the World, 4 
 Amarce) had very little of ir. Even Theodorick King of Jtaly, and Juſtin 
in, Adgit. InConftantinople, could not write their own Names : as Yales in 
S "+ Ammignus Marcellinus, ſhews the greateſt of Popes Gregory... - 
> 3» P» .thegreat, candedly confeſſes ro Enſebins Biſhop of Theſſaly, that 


EMS. he underftood not a word of Greek,n0s nec Grecum novimus; ſo alſo: 
* 25 -Itanother Epiſtle he ſays, Grece Lingue neſcius. And ſome greag. 


Men .. 


(13) 
Men in the Church knew not Latin neither, as Panlus Jownes S 
notes of Kjarius the Preſident of the Conclave of Cardinals, that Fov. vit;: 
e/Etatis honore, Sacerdotijs atque opibus, ceteros'omnes anteibat, quan- £ev. x.h.3, 
quam Ei deerant Litere atque ee Virtutes que Sacerdotem exornant. S cs 
Boniface the IX. Pope,” fuit - pane iliteratus. ſays Langine;, That ;n 1389. 
Fulius 3. underſtood -no, more , Latin, than a Soldier. There 
fore the.Canon, calls the. Popes .DNoFores Arthoritate non Scientia. 
RNoctors by their place not by their Learning, which gives ſome 
colour for . the Engliſh Proverb 3: that hecan write no .more 
than the Pope of Rome. Poor Heriman Biſhop of Babenberg. was, - 
ſays Langins,: expers Literarrnm, and unfortunatly charged. by. one 
of -his Canons, :;that. he: could ' nat; Conſtrne one verſe. in the £46. /e- - 
Pſalmody., was ( ſays Lambertus Schafnaburgenſis ,) depoſed by "25 ay | 
Pope from his Biſhoprick, | but continued a Prieſt. Yer Grego- 1c. 
7y. the great was more indulging, for he confirmed Ruſticus Elect 
Biſhop of Ancona, et ſs Pſ[almos ignoraret.-: It ſeems Popes lookt 
aſquint on: Learning as; dangerous to- their ſpiritual- worldly . 
* Dominion ; for Paul 1I. calld all that ſtudied Philoſophy Here-- 
ticks,. ' And. forbad the Citizens ,of Rome to, keep their .Chil- 
dren to School longer than.to write and read,.Sati..efſe dicens ſi 
legire et ſcribere didiciſſent > which Playmp notes in his life z the xyng. ad 
Chronologer remarks, That when Chr ſlaves Biz.artinus came tO an 1389-.. 
teach Greek in Rome ( which was about 1389 ) the Greek tongue 
had been. diſuſed there for 500-years laſt paſt. . St. Frazcis alſo. 
(it ſeems) was a great tickler againſt Learning .for. he curſt Lang. 4 
Frier John, for: going to Bononia for Learning ;. ſaying Se. malle.®": 1254+ 
 Fratres ſuos, magis orare quam Legere; as Langius reports it of 
him. One may ſee. to what: Barbarity the World was come, 
by the Canons that were made: in favour of Ignorance: as that 
Santt loquentes per Barbariſmos non ſunt irridendj. V. de Conſecrat : 
Diſt. 4. C. retulerunt and again Epiſcopi errantes in Grammatica, non 
ſunt a Sapientibus deridendi. 38 Diff. c. quamvis &c.; In purſuance 
of the deſign, of .theſe and ſuch like Canons, . zealous Langius . 
falls fowl on Eraſmus, for deriding. the well meaning Cardinal .. 
Hugo's ſtrange miſtakes, about the meaning and. derivation of - 
Greek Words : but. thereby proves the Barbarity of the times, £%- 4 
ſaying of S. Hugo; In ea tempora incidiſſtt,; que. politiores Liter as, lk JISC 
precipue Grecas, totam et per Galiam, tt. per .Germaniam, ror ſus . 
incompertas & inauditas habueranxt. You may gueſs by this little, , 
how dimm the Light was that guided the. World, till -the Re-- 
formation, and what wooden Tools thoſe Sr. Johns were that. 
then ſupplied the place of Burning and ſhining Lamps. 
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We will proponnd but one grave diſpute, vpon- this SubjeQ, 
and fo leave it; that we nauſeat not the Reader. The famons 
Aventine in his Annals of Bavaria, 'tells us of a Prieſt of that 
Country who being wholly ignorant of the Latin Tongue, did yet 
baptize In nomine Patria Fitia et Spirita Sanita. A-Queſtion grew 
upon it whether it was good' Baptiſm or not ? Fargilizs the 
Biſhop Juſtified it : but Boniface of AXentz utterly condemned it. 
The whole matter referred to Pope Zachary who ( alwaies pit- 
tiful to the Blind ) approved it, as done with a good Intention 


to Baptize. 

But here the Reader muſt beware, That he conclude not that 
a groſs thick darkneſs covered all the Earth ; 'for there were 
ſtill ſome ſtars in every Horizon, tho' very few. - Some ſparks 


' of Learning ſurvived the deluge, which have been blown up to 


the Bonfires we ſee in all places: but the Profeſſors were Rar; 
nantes in Gurgite vaſto. Rare as Phenixes, one In an Age. The 


- Church required little more than mumming and Maſling, and 


Can, of 
1603 can. 
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Received leſs than Required. SS 
Now as there were many.illiterate men brought into the Church 
that Conformed, and were: Continued : ſo the Reformers, had 
not able men enough, to Apply the Places of thoſe Few that laid 
down their Calling, They were therefore forced to make plain 
honeſt, bnt ſgnorant men Incumbents, who were not then able 
to Preach, but were admoniſhed to attend their Studies: to Ce- 
lebrate Divine ſervice;z once a month to get an able Preacher in- 


\ to their Pariſhes :' and at other times to read a Homily... For 


Sejſ.23. 24 
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their ſakes in the preſent. defe&t, the new Canons were made: 
That before they ventured to Preach, they ſhould come to' their 
Biſhops : undergo an Examination of their Ability: and make 
their due Subſcriptions, and To Receive their Licenſes from the 
Biſhops. | HV 32 By | #: 

This method of dealing with weak Incambents, *tis probable 
the Reformers took from the Council of- Trent, who Decreed 
much the ſame Things : as may be feen by comparing the 23 and 
24 Seſſions of that Council with the Hiſtory of the Council A-- 
0 1546. where they Require Licenſes to be taken for the preſent 
Exigent of Aﬀairs. Judging Twilight better then quite Dark, 
and 2a Ruſh Candle to be preferred before' none : That the Pro- 
digal were better Eat Husks, than die for hunger. And the Chil- 


-dren of the honſhold of Faith to feed on Coarſe Fare, than have 


no Food at all. 


Here 
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Here we ought to Conſider, That. the: Church at Inſtitution 
gave Incumbents Authority to Preach in their Cures; and ne- 
ver Prohibited them. Bur.long inveterate Cuſtom of Maſling, 
had taught the Inſtitutor not, to regard the Incumbents ability. 
And the. Inſtituted, nat to fit himſelf for a Duty that none 
practiſed. . Yet would it -appear ſtrange, to .bid the Ordained 
Prieſt, not to Preach in his. Cures ſeeing he was ordained to 
that very End, if Chriſts Miniſter. But they were ſatisfied of 
the Incumbents inability for the preſent, and ſo Required it not 
of him, till better able. 2. That the non Preaching Incumbents, 
were: baund by Canon, to procure Sermans to be Freacht in their 
Cure. once every Month at leaſt... Concionems per Concionatorem legi- Can. 46. 
time approbatums. baberi procurabit &c. But can any man beheve, | 
the: Church would: grant men leave, to procure Sermons, or 
Preachers, -yet would. not truſt them to. preach themſelves, had 

they. beea able ? * Tis an allow'd Rule Qi facie per Alinm, facit 
| ex. ſe. Sothat we may conclude 3 It was not, their not taking 
[7ocates made them uncapable of Preaching ;. but their inabili- 
ty to perform it- Inſamuch. that.. the. Church thought good, to- 
wait their Progreſs in Studies, till they could perform it. 3: It 
is. alſo plain, that Incumbents were not bound ta take Licenſes 
to Preach before theſe, Canons made, becauſe then ( ſome of 
them at leaſt ) had-had them, before hand ; and ſo need not come 
before the Biſhop for them ; which had ſpoiled the whole Pro- 
jet. 4+ we may, perceive too, that the Trent. Canons, ofrder*d 
theſe. Licenſes 3, to be given grats :. as we noted before, of our 
former Canons, that related nat to Incumbents. Had the Ca- 
nons of 1603 made the ſame Proviſion; ?Tis.odds that we had _. 
heard nothing of them to this. Day -:. Biſhops Chancellors and Ras 6 : 
Comiſſaries would not have quarrelled who ſhould have granted * * 1% 
[Them : ſince .men are ſeldom keen, to cut out themſelves work, 
without wages. . . | 

It appears therefore upon the whole matter, That if there 
be any Canons, Requiring Incumbents to take Licenſes to Preach, 
They are grounded upon. ſpecial Reaſons, and particular Qcca- 
L fions that are extraordinary, and ſo can't found an Ordinary 

Rule. If the: Ground fail the Superſtruure muſt alfo fail. We 

adminiſter not tbe-ſame Remedy but where is: the. ſame diſeaſe. 

Thanks be to: God, the Biſhop hath. choice. of able Þ reachers as 

' well as able Prieſts: and can at Inſtitution provide for one as- 

, Well as the other. Why ſhould: that be done -at twice: that. 
can, and ought to be done at once ?. Fruftra fit per plura &c. op 
Preiſt-- 
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Prieſt implies 2 man that can Pray and Preach. Why ſhauld 
any put aſunder what Chrift joyn'd together. ' By the Canon of 
Canons a Preiſt- muit be apt zo teach : as to' pray, and adminiſter 
Divine Service. Men expe& not freſh Grace to every diſtin& 
Diſh, that comes to Table; it ſuffices to confecrate the' whole 
Dinner at once. If we will take the Services apart, where will 
Covetouſneſs end ? Why may not Clergy be forc't to take one 
Licenſe to Preach? another to Pray ? another to Marry ? ano- 
ther to Bury ?' &c. | 


But to Proceed S:xthly, That Licenſes to Preach, add not, 
nor diminiſh, to or from the Title to any Benefice. This Li- 


_cenſe is a thing ſo extrinſick, and uſeleſs to a Divine, that he 


knows not what uſe to make of it. His Ordination gave him 
Authority to Preach, and his Inſtitution appointed out the Place : 
what-then doth this Licenſe ſerve for ? Is He more an Incum- 
bent when he hath it, than he was without it ?* Both. Comon 
Lawyers, and Civilians agree, that the Incumbents Title is as 
geod without it as with it. © So that It gives them Licenſe ohly 
to pay for it. ar og | 

It would be tedious without profit, 'to tranſcribe, what Co- 


mon Lawyers ſay, makes a good Ticle to a Benifice. We may 


poſitively ſay that they do not ſo mnch'as name theſe Licenſes 
in ſtating the Ticle:. nor do we hear: the Civilians introducing 
them, as neceſſary to 'm3ke a" Title, To-cut this 'matter ſhort, 
we wilt vouch one, with his Nomo *C anon, to ſpeak for all ; ha- 
ving joyn'd the Comon Law and Civil together : namely Dr. 
Godolphin, who in his Repertorium Canonicum twice ſtates the In- 
cumbents Titles 1 under the Title Parſon. © He ſays no man 
'can be a Parſon unleſs'r He be in holy Orders: 2 four and 
twenty * years, of age. 3 unleſs he be admitted by Inſtitution. 
4 and Induced. 5 unleſs. he ſubſcribe the uſe of the | book of 


"Comon Prayer, and take the Biſhops' Certificate of it. 6 nn- 


leſs he within two months after Inſtitution and jnduQtion, 
read the 39 Articles in his Church, on ſome Sunday rempore Dj- 
wjrum, and declare before the Congregation, his unfeigned 
Aſſent, and conſent,” to every thing conteined and required 'in 
them. And on the ſame Sunday read the ſervice of the day. In 
all which we hear nothing of this Licenſe to Preach. And 
'his 5th refers only to Incumbents Avg. 24. 1662: 1579 

Again'the' ſame Author, in his Title Incumbent, ſhews four 
things Preparatory to -the being a Compleat Incumbent. x The 
— | Patrons 


. Patrons Preſentation. 2 The Bithops Admiſſion after Examina- 
"tion, making a Record of his name. 3 The Clerks Inſtitution. 
4 The Clerks Induction.. Theſe things, and peacable poſſeſſion 
for ſix Months, ' is a Plenarty pro hac vice, and barrs.any'in a 
Quare Impedit. '$0 that then Licenſes are neither antecedently 
neceſſary, to the ſettlement of an. Incumbent : nor' conſequently 
neceſſary to continue him in his Cure, What then ſhould move 
ſome men to urge theſe Licenſes; but what makes the Mare to go-? 


Seventhly, That the forcing Incumbents to take Licenſes, was 
of no benefit to the Church : nor to the: Officers, but the Fees. 
This will appear, | 5 0. v4 2 

r. By conlidering that Licenſes to- Preach-' can't bind from 
Preaching falſe DoQrine, more than Subſcription to the '39/Arti- 
cles will do: for what virtue is there 'in the Biſhops; or Chan+ 
cellors hand and wax, more than in- our own 'Subſcription-and 
Promiſe, 'to- keep us Orthodox ? Is that an; Amulet againſt” He- 
reſy ?nor can we ſee any virtue in it,to reſtrainPreaching againit 
Conformity or Ceremonies, more' than in our :Subſcription to 
the-three-Articles in the 36 Canon, of the Canons: made 1603. 
Beſides, the Laws of this Realm back, and'enforce the obſerva- 
tion of our Subſcriptions ; but take no notice of theſe intruded 
Licenſes as arbitrarily impoſed on a tame and couching Clergy. 

2. The Clergy may as effeAually be correcqed, and Re- 
formed from ill, ' Heretical, or: Shiſmatical Preaching, without 
Licenſes as with them. For the Incumbent | may 'be: conyened, 
admoniſhed, Reprov'd ; and. upon -. 0» Amendment, may be 
ſuſpended; and if contumatious Excommunicated: and ſtanding 
ſo for Forty daies, may be deprived. And if he ſtill perſiſt 

in Hereſy or Schiſm, be diliver'd over to the: Secular Arme. 
If they will give him Liberty of Preaching, they--are ans 
iwerable to God for all the Miſcheifs he doch, but the. Church 
1s clear. INC: | oHf 

This way muſt be taken with Licenſes too, as well as with- 
out. For tho* men dote on them, they can no more ſtrangle 
wicked Preaching than other Seals and Sybſcriptions : nor 
ſo- much; being not warranted by Law. And in trutly this was 
the only Remedy the Primitive Church had, to ſuppreſs all 
their Hereſies and Schiſms: convening the: Offender before: the 
Dioceſan : if that cured not the malady, then before'the Synod ; 
where the Hereſy or Schiſm was declared, and the Party re- 
formed or Excommunicated : and the People admoniſhed to with- 
draw from Him. D 
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This Courſe may be taken ftill againſt all forts of SeQaries, 
that by Baptiſm were once made members of our Church. Who 
either © will not take Licenſes, or can'c be reformed by them. 

If it be faid that, however Licenſes are a moreexpedite way, 
becauſe "is but taking them away from ſich-as Preach” Hereſy, 
or Schiſm. We may anſwer. : They muſt firſt be convicted by dne 
proceſs, before they are puniſhed ; for Halafax Law is not 
well reliſhed in Ezgland. So that the other method will 
be as nimble as this. 2 If Licenſes are durante beneplacito, 
they are too haughty for any thing leſs than the Papal Dig- 
nity to give, and too flaviſh for. a Miniſter of Chriſt to re- 
ceive. 3 If teaching be an eſſential part of Prieſthood, *tis 
impoſlible to take it! away, but by depoſling the Prieſt : and 
that is the ' puniſhment directed in the 38: Canon. 4 'Tis pro- 
bable ſuch ill 'men would not deliver -up their Licenſes, nor if 
they did, wonld hold themſelves thereby diſabled to Preach : 
ſeeing (generally ſpeaking ) all Clergy believe themſelves. au- 
thorifed to Preach by Ordination: and the place aſligned: out 
by 'Infſtitution': and think ' Licenſes -as_ uſeleſs Tools: impoſed 
upon Incumbents of Livings: ſo that the Cure would not be 
ſo quick as imagined. 's Add to this that it would look ill, to 
fee an unpreeaching Miniſtry ; neither ſuſpended ab Officio, nor 
Beneficio, but 4 parte 'Officij 5 a term as uncouth among Civilians, 
as Chagrine amongſt the Engliſh. | 

3- The dreadfull Rebellion' of: 1640 did ' give ,us a ſad Ex- 
perience of the little ſervice theſe Licenſes did the Church. 
for the LeQurers (to whom they were neceſſary ) were ſo far 
-from being confined by them, That they were the loudeſt and 
firilleſt Trumpets of the War. The Lequrers Holy water 
fwelI'd the Flouds of the Church and States calamity. Their Pul- 

. pits were the bellowing Drums, on which they beat the Al- 
Burnet larms of War. They were ſet up, ſays the Hiſtory of the Refor- 
li + 2b mation in 1550 : and Barrow againſt Gifford tells you why. 
360. ©The LeQurer was bronghr in to anſwer the Geneva Platform, 
*that we may have a Doctor beſides a Paſtor. He cails him 
V. Barrow ©a Sectary Teacher : a Roving Stipendiary Predjicant—. brought 
_— Ein by ſuch of a Pariſh 'as have Itching Ears — From: theſe 
= 44 5" GariſetheSchiſns and Sed3'in the Church of England— They are 
*Sighers -for Reformation; and Conſcience Botchers— They ſe- 
- <duce and diſtra& the People, ſome to this Preacher ſome to 


«that, from: their own: Pariſhes -and Churches : calls tliem bats: 
: | 6 being; 


/ 


(19) 
© being neither Lajety, becauſe Ordained ; nor Clergy becauſe 
© they had no Benefices, Of whom He gives a large: (and no 
doubt a true") Account, having been bred under them, till he 
turn'd | Brownift,- and fell into the Rigid - Separation.” 
"Tis probable, that Holy Biſhop and Martyr Ridley, forefaw 
the danger that would - ariſe, from ſuch Licentiates, that He 
ſet himſelf ſo heartily againſt them, as the Hiſtorian notes, as 
alſo did King Edwards wiſe Privy Council, forbidding the Peo- 5 Has 
ple, to have any thing but Prayers on the Week daies. 3k 
It were not difficult to ſhew, that the Smettymnuan Party, and 
many other of thoſe Firebrands of that Rebellion, were men 
tied by Subſcriptions, and 'yoaked with theſe Licenfes : yet 
| being men of no Conſciences, theſe nor any, other Ties could 
©. hold them, bur like maſterleſs Swine, broke through the 
Quickeſt hedges of Laws, and Canons, with theſe Yoaks about 
their Necks. Which alſo proves Barrows Character” trne' of the 
© LeQurers , That they had | Counterfeit 'ſhews of Holineſs, 
© pravity, auſtereneſs of manners, preciſencki in trifles :* but large - vnrks 
© Conſciences in matters of greateſt weight. And withall ſhews, 
that the very Reaſon urged for the neceſſity of Licences, viz. 
ro ſtop the Preaching of Sedition ; doth rather prove the uſeleſ- 
neſs of them to that End; by the very Inſtance given. 
, Having cleered the Truth of theſe Sever Particulars, and 
theteby proved the unreaſonableneſs of urging Incumbents to 
take Licenſes to Preach; There are two Things farther to 
be ſpoken to. Firſt, To inquire in what Caſes Licenſes to 
Preach may be neceſſary. Secondly, To Anſwer the Arguments 
brought for the taking of Licenſes by Incumbents. 
Firſt, In what Caſes Licenſes to Preach may be neceſſary. 
Seeing th2 true End of Licenſes, is to bring men, admitted to 
| any teaching Office in the Church, to ingage and- Subſcribe to 
Conformity in Do@rime, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, praQtis*'d in 
the Church of England: we judge it Reaſonable, that thoſe on- 
ly be required to take ſich Licenſes, as are not known to have 
made ſuch Promiſes,Subſcriptions and Ingagements to the Church, 
at Inſtitution or any other way. Such are LP 
1 LeQcurers, that are not Incumbents in-the Dioceſs, where 
they Preach ſuch Le&tures : becauſe the Biſhop may not be aſſu- = 
red of ſuch Subſcriptions, Promiſſes, artd Ingagements. This .,, . © 
we believe-to be the meaning of the 36: Canon, in which the cy, z5, : = 
three Articles for Subſcription are contained. The, words of ; = 
which are, No Perſon ſhall bereafter be received into the Miniſtry:  * 2 
D 2 £ mor "I 
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| nor ejeher by-Inſtitution, or Collation admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical 


Living .; nor ſuffered to Preach, to Catechize, or to be a Lefturer, or 
Reader of. Divinity— except he be Licenſed, either by the Archbj- 
ſhop or Biſhop of the Dioceſs ( where he is to be placed.,) under their - 
Hands and Seals: or by one of. the two Univerſities, under their Seal 
&c. . Except he ſhall Firſt Subſcribe to theſe three Articles following, in 
ſuch manner and-ſort as we have bere appointed. From whence we 
gather, 1 That all Officers in the Church ought to have a 
Licenſe to their Office. 2 That this Licenſe ought to be under 
the Hand and Seal, of ſome Archbiſhop or Biſhop of the place, 
or of the Univerfity. 3. That this Licenſe is in order to en- 
force their Subſcription to the three Articles. 4 That the 


- word Licenſe is not determined. in its ſignification, for it may 


be a Licenſe to enter the Miniſtry, or a Licenſe for Inſtitution, 
or. Collation,: or a Licenſe to Preach : or to Catechize : or to 
be'a LeQ&urer.or Reader in Divinity. . The Firſt, we call Letters 
of Ordination :. the Second Letters of Inſtitution. The Third, 


- Fourth, Fifth,; and. Sixth, are properly Licenſes of Preaching 


which: we inquire: after. 5 The Licenſe of either Univerſity 
can aſſign no place for any, man: to Preach, except among ſt 
themſelves : -as to the Kings and Margaret Profeſſors; and the 
Proceeding Graduates in Divinity : with the ſetling and. diſpo- 
ſing, them ( it ſeems ) the Univerſities are Intruſted, Any other 
Licenſe. they can give, is, but. a Commendation of a Profeſſor, 
for his ability in his Profeſſion :. which is to be Reckoned a- 
monelſt the beſt ſort of Teſtimonials, in all parts of the Chriſti- 
an World: but can give no Authority to [preach any where, 
but amongſt themſelves..; 

The Lecturer therefore, by this Canon,, is oblidged to take a 
Licenſe to. Preach.:. and. he ſhould be; the. more caretully lookt. 
after, | that the Church run not twice aground on the ſame 
Quick-ſands. Nor ſhould the Biſhops be over forward to grant 
ſuch Licenſes, without the Conſent of the Incumbent ; ſeeing he 
hath an Intreſt in the Cure., And (as Barrow obſerves ) their main 
buſineſs was to. alienate the Hearts of the People from the Parochial. 
Minſter. ; | 

We the rather expound the ſaid. Canon, for a_ Licenſe , of 
Preaching to Lecturers, becauſe the very next Canon ſingles out,, 
thoſe that are Licenſed to Preach in the former Canon by the 
reſtrain'd ſence, of Licenſed to Preach, Read Leiture, or Catechize.. 
So.that we Judge the Licenſe. to Preach, only reterrs. to them,, 
and.not.to any [ncumb ent... : : | | 
FN | 2. Pab- 


2, Publick ſtipendiary liter 'oright 'alſo' to take theſe 
Licenſes to Preach ;. as being mentioned'in both the Canons,! and 
indeed, Catechizing is ane! way of 'Teaching;:as'Preathing is 
another. And *ris meet thoſe men ſhould be Orthodox;" and'cons 
formable to the! Church, leaſt  they-ſtionld ;infe& young © veſſels 
with-jll Sents in Relizion. The Fewircallfd: the Catechized #1a- 
niſh from JI Imbuere, becauſe he” receives'a TinQure by its 
which .may be falſe unleſs well looked after. 


-*Tis too true we have but- few ſuch now, -diftin& /from Paro- 1:.7-.2, 
chial Miniſters: but Marti hath; proved: Catechiſtarurhprater S 2.9.86, 


Epiſcopos &Paſtores 7 nit:peentiaris Orgs 3 and inſtances. in; Paminus, 


Clemens, Origen, &c.. in the Chutch of” Alexnradria, Faſtin + Mat< Tut, Mar! 
tyr was Converted by Catechizing ; which” he commerids: muck tir 4þot. * 
to the Senate of Rome. ' And: Luther cails. himſelf Diſcipulum: Ca Cypr. 1: 3; 
zechiſmi. Optatus was a Catechiſt in Caithage'in S. Cyprians time; ©? 22: 


S. Mark is faid to turn the great Sctioal /of iProlomey: Piiledelpher 
in Alexandria; to: a'Schaol of Catechifitig:n''And. Pan 
Chriſtian :Philoſopher ordained a famous. School 'in:'Ce 
this purpoſe : which had eminent: Feachers in then 5 we have by 
S. Pauls a School Catechizationis in London, and in the late. Learn- 
ed Doctor Basby, is ſaid to have ſet up.:ſuch an Officer in S. Mar- 
garets Weſtminſter : *tis pitty there -were..not-+many-.more, yet 
without oblidging - themſelves; :by: Subſcriptions:-to teach: Or= 
thodoxly, and conformably, to: the» Faith,» and'Diſcipline,: pro- 
feſſed in the Church, they: would only. ſerve to\ increaſe: Hereſy 
and Schiſm. 

3. We muſt add to theſe the Curates, employ'd under. Parſons, 
and Vicars, to ſupply their Cures, who,:ſhould they take no Li- 
cenſe-to Preachiar>ferye the Cure, wouldipive no Cantion to. the 
Church for their -gdod behaviour inte They would be the only; 
Freemen in-it to \Preacir:and prattiſe.as they Liſt, being obliged 

to nothing. The Canon reaches them too, in- that it ' orders; 
none ſhall be ſuffered to-. Preach without. being Licenſed. © Fhe 
Church hath as much Reaſon to fear them as any other, becauſe: 
They are commonly young men, hor, and Traſh, and may;hope 
by overturning the preſent Eſtabliſhment toibe: the true Qwners, 
of what they are now 'but Truſtees |; And /are:/4pt.:to- Court. 
the: People for. advantage, -: And gave ſome-inſtances,-of ;their 
helping hand, in the. overthrow - of the 'Church, in 'the:' fatak 
Revolution of the great Rebellion. 'And if there-be any others. 
in the like ſtate, they onght to be obliged, by the ſame. methods :: 
for'where therevis Eadem Ratio. there is-ro be:ldem: Jus AyMhgle: 
that bave. Donatives,, &c.. 
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| Weare now to proceed, to.Anſwer the Arguments brought 
for: Incumbents taking :of'-Licenſes to Preach. 
'. 1. Tho*Ordination-give Authority:to Preach; yet it aſſigns 
no”place to-exerciis that 'FunAion'in, nor- no People to whom 
the Ordained- may:apply that'Office ; ſo that'ia) Licenſe muſt be 
taken to: appoint-out' the-place, or men would run” in heaps to 
the ſame place; and introduce. endleſs Confuſion: in as much 
as the Prieſts would not know; whictrof them ought to Preach ; 
nor'the People, which of 'them they were: bound'to hear. 

1. We conſent that Ordination: aſſigns 'no place, to exerciſe 
our*Autbority- in; but It :refers the: Practice in expreſs words, 
Tv #be Chmgregation;:where Thos ſbalt:be Lanfully appornted thereums. 


- Which-plzce the: Biſhop knows before hand, for He" is not to 


Ordain without :2-Title.- It being. an aucient Rule in the Com- 


_ - mon: Lawof' this: Realm, That no Biſhop may. ordain Laymen, 


to-the-Order of Clerks, above the number; ſuffizing to ſerve 
the Churches, asthat'oldi Author hath ic; inthe mirror of. Juſtice. 
And>the Canonsof 1603 ſhewing that [hath long [ſince been pro- 
vided, by many Decrees of ancient Fathers, That none ſhoul dbe ad- 
mitted cither Deacon, or Prieſt,” mbo bad nat firſt ſome certain place, 
where be might ufe bis Funttion— Fhey therefore Decree, That 
henceforth; no Perfon* ſhall-be admitted into ſacred Orders, except be 

all at that time, exhibite" 80 the; Biſbop; 'of whom he defireth Impoſi= 
rion of hands, a. Preſentation” of bimfelf,] to ſome Eccleſiaſtical- Pre- 
ferment thew void it that 'Dioceſs. &c. Providing that if any Bi- 
ſhop admit any that hath no Title there enumerated: He {hall 
keep, «nd maintain bim with all things neceſſary, till he do prefer him 

to ſome Eccleſiaſtical Living. | | | 

. 2, Inſtitution. is the Inſtrument,/by which the place of, Preach- 
ing, and performing all other FonQions: of':an: Incambent, is 
Lawfully appointed. ' For” Licenſes to Preach are unknown 'to the 
Law. Inſtitution avoids all Confufion. And without Inſtitu- 
tion aſſign the place of Exerciſe, of the Miniſterial Calling, it 
is altogether uſeleſs. 423 | 

3. Licenſes to Preach, may name a Place, but cam-affign none : 

becauſe it is not the legal Inſtrument to give the: Title, nor.can 
we take any Induction: upon ftch Licenſe:ſhould it;be: granted, 
that Inſtitution affigned nor the Place,-of exerciſing the Office 

of a Preiſt : we. ſhould have no'place to celebrate Divine Ser- 
vice notwithitanding the Licenſe to. Preach. 

4+ The Argument- would be as:good for a Licenſe. to marry : 


Another to Bury: another to Catechize 3 For ſeeing Ordination 


gave. 


(-23) 
gave us power to:do theſe, but aſſigned no place, andiwithout a 
_ certain place, we ſhould run into Confuſion; one may. with as much 
Reaſon urge a new Grace to every Diſh of Meat,} that comes up 
at.a Dinner. . The 4rgument is /falacia_ Conſequentis; It : being a 
Plain 0x ſequitur, That Ordination aſligns no place, therefore 
we mult take Licenſes. The true Conſequence is, : therefore we 
ought to have Inſtitution. In a word he that hotds this Argu- 
ment good, is at home in no Principles but in Popery. For he 
muſt believe Preaching ro be no eſſential part of a Prieſts office z 
but that the formal Reaſon of a Prieſt is, to offer Sacrifice, and 
to Remit. Sins, according to the ;true notion of the Conncil of 
Trent, But toas many as believe the: Ratip Formales of a Prieft,. 
is Preaching the Goſpel, and celebrating Divine ſervice, 'atid 
Sacraments: The Argument is a plain Abſurdity, Yet God for- 
bid we ſhould think, thoſe that uſe it, took itontof the Trew 
Cloak-bag. : BE 9, 0 | 
The .Canons. of , 1603. do Require that-Beneficed Men ' take 2. 0b; 
Licenſes to; Preach : For the 45-Canon- mentions Benefitiars” ad | 
Concionandum admiſſi. And the 46 Benefeciatus ad; Cantionandum 
non admiſſus. :: | | 
1. Thoſe Canons mention no Licenſe to Preach. 2, Nor is 'it Aw: 
the deſign of them to; Require Incumbents, or any other to'take 
<F ſuch Licenſes. 3. Only they may ſuppoſe, that the weak Ro- 
miſh converted Incymbents, ſuffer'd to: continne inBenefices'; or 
thoſe weak Men the Reformers at firft-put jn_ ; miglit be obliged 
to take Licenſes before they Preached.. 4. The Canbos may: reF- 
pet Benefices, | that are not Preſfentative,. but Donative';. of 
which there are many in Englang: and:ſuch Incumbents having 
no Inſtitution, will need Licenſes both-to- Preach and do'allother 
duties of a Miniſter. in-their Benekees.-- :5-Nor-is:it likely, 'any 
* - thing /hinder'd thoſe Beneficed:Men: from Preaching, but- their 
| own inability, ſeeing thefg6 Canomxequires ands inſtructs; thewm,, 
to; procure others to Preach-for them,-: Condionert per Concionuto- 
rem legitime approbatum baberi procarabit, onceevery Month at leaſt 
For he that appoints whom: he pleaſes, 'may doit himſelf liF he 
1 cond. 6. We doubt not but -a Church: ought - to Examine! who 
| is fit. to. Freach,. before he. be allowed ;; botthisthe Roman Charch: 
did not require,. in their: Maſling Priefts: therefore: they :exa- 
mined them not. ;, And. Twas incvain for the Reformers:to'exa-- 
mine theirs, -whom- they know ro be inſ:fficient for it :* But the 
Biſhcp- ever ſince, is bound: to examine this. Ability: before the 
Qrdination,, and. ſo:there is no Room: nor Occaſion for: Licenſes = 
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cooPtziaeh: 8s -Uiſtint:from-Ordination-and Inſtitution, in this 
;prefent''State of ' the:Charch.. A Helmet maybe uſeful in a 
(Battle, but It ſhew?d ark Coleman mad,” to wear one every 
might in ibis Bed: 7. In--ſhorttheideſign 'of the 45 Canon was 
to iconimand/all -men:that; were? able; to Preachone: Sermon, in 
Thetr "Cures every” Sunday" but becauſe fome”cobld do. it, and 
ſoms. not, the” Canon'Uiſtinguiſhes:and*Requires only them that 
were admittedito Preachz ' and the'46 requires thoſe that could 
not, to' procure one that could :' and this is the Summ of the 
matter. : * 

; But it is very Expedient that Incumbents take- Licenſes to 
Preach to Ro Error in the Church, ad Sedition in the 


Bate,2: 7 
-Would Licenſesito Preach work theſe mighty Feats, He were 


to-blame, that\woutd- nat make them Anal : So great a Be- 


nefit. were a cheap Purchaſe at 10s. per Amnum a man. But 
alas ! :mbn fancy what-brings them profit, is profitable alſo for 
every *PFhing. . The Mountebanks Pill cures all Diſeaſes. - © England 
bath-labour'd: under-. more Hereſies Schiſms- and Seditions, tince 
this Antidote was Invented, than ever It did before; as: is too 
evidently: Demonſtrated in the 7th Propoſition. If thoſe Chri- 
Jtian Ties, of Subſcription''to . the: 39- Articles, with a ſolemn 
Promiſe, in the preſence of God, and in the Face of his Con- 
gregation; ;to 1Preachy-no\contrary Do@rine, will. not reſtrain 
wentrom Pointing: Ecrdrs, : how! ſrould a meer- Licenſe to 
Preach effect? 2 

And he:that can Preack againſt + or diſuſe the Common Prayer, 
or inveigh-againſt the Diſcipline of the Church, after Subſcrip- 
tion+to:the 3 Articles:conteined in the 36 Canon, i in theſe words 
I NV. IN. 4d willingly; and ex -atrimo, Subſcribe 40 theſe 3' Articles above 
mentioved, and itoc-all things that are tonteined mn them, ' There is 


no. hope;' that! any chains -bue'thoſe- thatiare Everlaſting will 
- hold that' man; Much leſs: can this dull TooT 'do it, that im- 


plies no Tye but Authority to Preach. In truth the Church 
could :; find © no+ better -Links than ' what men: make with 


Their. 6wn- Pen: unleſs they ſhonld advance an fnquiſition. 


. Bit: we-may- well. wonder, why thoſe Licenſes'are now more 
carneftly: urged; than before. Conſidering 17 'The*' General Li- 
berty2granted: by the State"to Preach any thing, ſ6 they 'i- 


- Pugne' not; the Doctrine of the Trinity. 2; And the PraQtiſe 


of: the ſeveral Sects that Preach what' they pleaſe: and will 
endure' no Obligations to Reſtrain them, from Gad- nor Man. 
| 3» Hind 
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C25.) 
' 23. And the Practiſe of Latitudinarans inthe Church, that ean 
explain the Myſtery of the Trinity into Tritheiſm. And ſhew 
- us that we may worſhip Gods in a greater, and Gods in a leſſer 
Sence, without believing themſelves oblidged to: the Contrary, 
by theſe Licenſes. 4. And that |the proper: Legal Subje&s of 
Eccleſiaſtical Power are ſwept away, namely the High Commiſſion 
for puniſhing Hereſie, and the :Star Chamber for puniſhing Se- 
ditious Preaching, and Conventicling to diſturb the 'State. 
Would they ſhackle the Clergy, while the Sets cuff out: their 
Eyes. 5. After ſuch Recorded Subſcriptions, and ſolemn Promiſes, 
as Incumbents have made, what need they fear their Preaching 
Hereftes-and-Scbiſms z unleſs. they: believe them Knaves ! eſpeci- 
ally ſeeing they are the only Banks left to ſtop the Inundation of 
Errors that threaten to drown'd all before it.. . 6. - Were Men 
ſincere in their Zeal againſt Errors, one would think the moſt ' 
probable way to ſtop them, were, to Intercede with the Govern- 
ment to ſhut the Floud-Gates, which they. have opened to: Liber: 
tines, - *Tis no, ſmall ground of Syjiſpition, that the ſtopping Er- 
rors is not. the Thing deſigned : while men pretend to, ſtop.Er- 
rors that are poſlible only, when they attacque not them that are 
flaming amongſt us. *Tis certain, the Clergy at preſent | have' no 
Liberty to doat upon- Queſtions; having work-enough to ſecure 
their Pariſhioners Conſciences ;z from the Infection of ſuch Errors 
as the SeQs,broach among,them ; and to confute their pergiciqus 
Pamphlets.  CEIES | raed - 64 
If: the matter aimed. at, be a Power; to out any Incnmbent of 
. his Cure, under Pretence of Preaching Error or Sedition. We 
may ſay the Biſhops of the Church, have power enough to de- 
prive, for. Hereſy and Schiſm, for Diſobedience..and Incorri- 
gibleneſs, as: Mr. Naſh can tell you, in his Caſe., And for con- 
tumelious words of the Book of Common Prayer, as Mr. Robert 
Cawdry can ſhew in his Caſe. Mr. Parkers Caſe alſo can ſhew. 


that a man may be deprived. for Drugkenneſs, if he refuſe v. Repere. 
to Reform after Admonition. And in truth (if our Authors de- Can.c. 27. 


ceive us not) any Crime may deprive a Man, if the Crimi- 


P ars.Law. 
C. I7, 18. 


nal ſtand Forty days Contumacious after Excommunication; ſo p,,,c,,. 
it be a Crime of Eccleſiaſtical Cognizance : and deprivation be {. lib, x. 
its Puniſhment Canonical : and that the Canon: be not con» & 9+ 


trary to the known Law of England. And the FaQt,be not 
diſcharged by ſome general A& of Pardon. But Kill. if the 
Party ſo deprived will bring his A&tion for Tythes againſt his 
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Periſhioner : the Validity of the' Biſhops Sentence will come 


into Queſtion, and muſt take'itts Fortnne: "As it "was faid in 
| "Burtons Caſe,. where the Parſon was deprived for. Adiitery, 
ih -bat/ a general pardon intervening, He ' was Reſtored,” without 
mb. ears the Eccleſiaſtical Court, becauſe the Judgment of Pardons, belong 


'to the Common 'Law.-' And fo it will be, if the Bifkgp deprive 
any, after Revolt from Subſcription and Licenſe according to 
the diretion of the 38 Canon. However if an Occaſion of 
deprivation be the deſign, the Clergy ought to. be the more 
wary, of admitting ſuch an Innovation, ſeeing it' hath fo 
ſharp Teeth. ER Po I te yo I EE 
As to that Part ' of the Objetion "that, referrs to Preaching 
Sedition, we'may fay 1 Subſcription to the three Articles Secures 
that too. Seeing the Firſt of -the\ three vindicates the Royal 
Rights. 2 Oaths of Aflegiance are much ſtronger than theſe 
imagined Ties 3. There are Laws enough to ſuppreſs ſuch 
Preaching and Puniſh'them. 4. Licenſes to Preach, are-not pro- 
per 'Inſtraments to ' hinder -Preaching in-any king. 5 Many in' 
640. did'onder theſe Licenſes, ' Preach Sedition :- We find there- 
fore 'upon”' the 'whole" matter, theſe Licenſes to Preach, are ex- 


* , pedient fornothing, more than to bring in Fees, which -yet, if 


__ muſt be continued, ought to be given Gratis. WANTS: 

' * However Incumbents muft take Licenſes to Preach, 'any where 
but in their own Cures, ſeeing Inſtitution 'can *Authoriſe them 
no farther, than to their own Pariſhoners, OE, 


' We' tay fee by rtiis Objettion, that” cloſe fiſted-Avarice, 'will 
hold -faſt 'its Prey, whilſt any ( tho”never ſo weak ): Pretence 
can "be 'made. But we may knock off its Fingers: by ſhewing, 
that whoever is Ordained a Prieſt, hath power to Preach, in any, 
part of 'the'Catholitk Church, wherever He is lawfully called to 
It. And'whocmn doubr,. but a Biſhop may have Lawfult Power 
to-call a Manti to Preach at a Viſitation, or to 'the Lord Mayor of 


' London ;* or - before 'the* King ; Or any Miniſter ''to have 
' Power. to'\call any. to help him' in his own Cure. Twas 


never yet denied but an _Incumbent's Authority is ſafficient, to 
inable him'to perform by another ; what Sickneſs, Neceſſary 


' Abſence, 'or/ any -other 'Lawfal 1mpediment, makes him -unable- 


to'db in'his own Perſoh. 2. Doth not the 45 Canon Authoriſe 
and” command +him”- to 'call -in a- Preaching Miniſter ' once 7 


' Month' at eaſt 3 If he cannot do it himfelf, Men uſe not to 


Preach in any; Neighbours Church, but at their Requeſt : or- 
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 & mangs the taking of ſuch: Licenſes by 


C27) 
ina caſe of - vacancy, by-a L . 
neceſſary to; take a Licenſe to Preach in another Pariſh, is -it 
not neceſlary,'alſo, to: take another: Inſtitution, or Licenſe to 
celebrate-Divine Service,: or. Sacratnents there'? Or if not, ma 

not the Incumbents Intreaty,' - be as: ſufficient for Preaching # 

for Celebration of the. Service and Sacraments ? Any thing but 
Avarice would bluſh 'at ſuch trifling  Objetions. In truth he 
that Preaches, and he that Officiates, in! any other - place but 
his own. Care, doth it not by his -own- immediat Authority, 
but by the Right of Him that calls him to his"afliſtance. But 4 
Let it. be ſuppoſed that Tirizs hath no-Right to Preach any where, 
but in his. own” Cure, will the Biſhop grant him a Licenſe to 
Preach in Sempronius*s Cure? wilt not Sempronins think that injury 
to himſelf ? and Uſurpation in the Biſhop ? will not ſuch a Li- 
cenſe. introduce all the Confuſion complained of ? For in many 
ſo Licenſed, which of them can command the Pulpit? which 
onght the: People: to hear, ſeeing all are alike Licenſed to Preach? 


would' not. -the Patron alſo'think. himfelf wronged; by: ſuch 'an 
Intruſion? yea the Conſtitutions Provincial forbid it, Exigit namque* 


Ars noſttaC atholica, ut unicus in una Eccleſia ſit Sacerdos, ſuch alſo 
is.that of Stepher-Langron inthe: Council at Oxford, Anno. 1222, 
Neg ;de catero plures vicarij in eadem Eccleſia - conſtituantur. 


a Licenſe: to ſerve the Cure: . 3-"If it be- 


Otho. conſt. 


12. cum 
Ars, & 
Conſt, I'3* 
us 59 


ft. 


The Canoniſts indeed ſay The Pope may Preach in all the” 


world : | The Biſhop in any: place of this Dioceſs, and the Incum- 
bent in; his own Cure : But none ſay, the Biſhop may Autho= 
rize two, or more,:in the ſame: Cure : which yet'muſt be, upon 
this ſuppoſition. 
a Licenſe: toPreach ; where he hath no particular Intention to 
Preach 3 no: more than the-would" take out a Matrimonial Licenſe 
to Marry,. where he hath no thoughts to Marry. _ 


-Buit ftill *tis urged ; That: the Canons imply at leaſt, That In-. 


cumbents ought:to take Licenſes'to Preach: therefore it ought 
to.be-done- 77 | =_ | 


'Tis true that men” have long fancied this, having, had the 


Jaundiſe of Gold upon Them, they thought the Canons looked 


yellow on them. :- Hence one while the Chancellors and 'Com- 


And *tis very improbable, any man would take _ 


miſſaries: challenged the Right, to+grant Them : anotherwhile | 
the Biſhop damns all Theirs, and advances his own. © One while . 


- times: Provincial, as the Itclr of Lucre moyes: but in tra h tho 
there. may be ſome Umbrage, yet there is Yay TI 


the Licenſes are Parochial, another while Dioceſan, and ſome- 
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cannot be impoſed on the-Subjeas, 'by probable Implications: 
without expreſs words, as'the. beſt Lawyers generally affirm. 
The'Canons cited to provethe duty of: taking ſuch. Licenſes, are | 
and:46: The 45: ſays all bexeficed) men altowed to Preach, "ſhalt pre 
_ one, Sermon every Sunday. W here allowed to Preach Is put in, <7 


| Conſt. " to Excuſe thoſe that were-not able to Preach, from this Command.” | 
| -> oh For all. were allowed to 'Preach,' that were :Inſtituted, if they 


” were able, -by the Conſtitutions'of' the Church, That al Relbrs 
and Vicars ſball inftrutt the People committed to their Charge Pabulo- 
werbi, Dei, Nor\|.can;'it be. ſuppoſed, That. any Inſtituted 'to a 
Cure of Souls,.-wasforbidden: to Preach, ſeeing that would be- 
talum.-in;ſe, and contrary (to the Canons, and; deſtructive vid 
People: but his inability might 'be wink't at, till able : 
then . might be allowed Ore ter, by kind incouragment : with | 
out wax and Parchment.-:-Or ſuppoſe the Beneficed man weye / 
upon. a. Donarive, then. he: ought to; take a; Licenſe,. or would- s 
-+ be, a. Preacher without Subſcriptions... But the 'Firſt- ſeems moſt- 
: agreeable, becauſe the 46-Canon requires-That .a'Beneficed mar 
\not allow d to. Preach,! ſhould- procure a Sermon'once'a Month'::1 
" which. is beſt. explain'd 'by being wink't at. or | excuſed .from- 
"Preaching as unable ; for elſe he was not only allow?d, but Requi-- 
red” to. Preach Jure 'Seripro by Virtue (of. his Inſtitution, if- rat 
thodox and Able. .. 
The 36th Canon bids find for: 
cannot be ſo, underſtood generally: e Words are recited be--: 
fore. . No Perſon. ſhall be. received) voto; the \Miniftery: excepr* he be” 
Licenſed ; this muſt referr: to a: Licenſe of Ordination, called 
+ Letters" of Orders. Not admitted by -Inftitution to avy Living— - 
exZpt be be. Licenſed, this. wg-call Letters of Inſticution.: :.Nar"+ 
Siffered” to Preach, to Catechiſe,! -0r» #0 be a-Lefturer -0r Reader if: 
; Divinity, - Fhis we.:call: properly. a Licenſe to Preach; and/fo | 
"that Canpr is accounted... for Conformable.to ther Canons and 
| Praiſe of the Church. _ But the other 'way ſuppoſes we-mibtiſt - | 
_ have. a Licenſe to Preach, before we: can. be ordained, or be | 
, brought into the Miniftery.. 
"Tis probable theſe Conſiderations ſwayed that wiſe and'Learn-- 
I 's K. preſent. Biſhop of. Woreefter, the true Ornament, 
a” Jer of this Church, to-. wave preſling-- of theſe. "T-FRE 
his_Primary Viſitation... And to- tell us:: Al Perſons: 
4 FOR $2 Legal- Titles, were ;ſaid: to. be. Miſs '# + 
» & Populus Cure ſue ; and therefore ighs:: :Preach - 
ſo Land {> 43> > TUpons | 


| Licenfs to Preacly, bh 
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- tipon the whole matter,” ariſes this' Ee} : whether 
Dfficers that have Receiv'd Mony: for theſe Licenſes, ughtnot . - 
to Refnnd It. - | E.7 Wh 

To which it may be anſwered, that" they ought to NY Reffi- — 
tition : becauſe» they can have no Conſcionable Right to it. ' For 
the Fruits of Impoſture, Extortion, and Coſenage, are accurſed. 

Things. And thoſe that take more than they ought, ſtand” ful” ft 
pended, ab ingrefſu Eccleſie, donec hec contra recepta, Solventibus 1, 2. 
| Reſtitnantur ; ; & leſo ſua culpa ſatisfaciant in preniiſſis, as John 47 aft 
| Þ  Srratfords Council determins,, In 1342+ And in another place, the 
| Council determins, if any Require more than is allowed,  Tngreſ- 
ſum Eccleſie ſibi noverint interdiftum, quouſqae* de duplo Satisf atts- 
onem,  impenatrim ſolventibus competentem ; Double SatisfaQtion.the Ie. Can 
Conſtitutions in molt places impoſe, upon Extortion of Officers. * 3-5 
And fo "tis decreed in Extortions, at Viſitations, and CorreQions' y. cap. 
| of Incumbents. The Gloſs adds, if the Archdeacon receive Pro-*vas-- 28 
| curations when' he doth nor yitit, forſan pm E {copus codem- an- 

20. viſitavit, &. ſuſpendebat Tury | acom, 1 16. 8.6 
'' Now we' have ſhewed <, thet- the! 4rondellin is Coun- Seuſs 
cil at Oxford, Anno, 1408. had Decreed; that Licenſes" to 
Preach ſhould 'be granted, by the Dioceſan, "ſane aliquali Exatti-+16. in 
one pecunie, And-again' celeriter expediantur & gratis, difficultate u ſim 
quacunque ' ſemeta, without any ' exaQtion of Fee, Delay, or Di-' _ 
ficulty 3 with what Conſcience then can Men retain, what they” 
extort from a poor, but humble Clergy, almoſt reduced © to Ts Th 
Extremety, by other Inſupportable Burdens. ' Yea Joby tan" ver 5-6 93 
| a Canon of Lincoln, in his notes ſays: He that grants theſe "ms, 1 
; Eicenſes, may take nothing, Etiam hf ſic Licentiandus gratis" be: 
$ erit aliquid ſolvere : Tho”. Men pay- it willingly, they can't hold Ga 
it_honeſtly. We will add no more, being” perſwaded, Foy, = 

Mens * own-. Rules, will not- convince their Conſtiertces ; £7 IJ i "Þ 
Reaſons will prevail. . For we have made it- plain! From” theie? * 
own \'Laws, that whether Men ought to take. theſe © Licen! of 
or ought 'not ; yet no Money 1s to be ps 
if any be paid, that- it ought- to © be RES 
_ If it be urged, that the Officers ca! ack 
the-. work Sa is, ir is Boob T, anſ\ wy ed by t 
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Lg in his Council at Ox- ES 
x thing to be taken for the Paper, or rather Cha-. 2 
aft.Prot 4a of forbids apy thn [aſfitutions or InduQton 3 but as the Title. 
$. £6. hath.it; Colator, Gratis conferat, &- ſe per ſe, & ,pex ſuos. The 
$a Biſhop is to ſettle' any Incumbent or Prebend.. Gratis, farther 
than what the . Canons allowed. And the Queſtion is there 
= put by LZinawood, whether the Notary, 'or, Secretary may re- 
--ceive nothing, ſeeing no man is bound to ſerve in War without 
Pay, and brings .in many ſaying, quod Epiſcopus debet talibus 
ſeribenttbus, de ſuoprovidere. And produces another Rule out of the 
Law. Quod ſicut Epiſcopus Gratis - Epiſcopatum ſu uſcepit, ita mem=- 
bra: ejuſdew Epiſcopatus Gratis diſtribuat, which anſwers that of 
our Saviour ; Freely. you have Received, Freely Give, and at length 
bps Reſolves, that if any thing be taken for the Subſt ance of any 
thing to be done, in Ordination, Collation, Inſtitution, .or 
InduQtion.; It will be Simony :; but if it be not of the Subſtance 
of the thing to: be done, ut mere Writing .or the like, they. 
may Reciveas much as that labour deſerves, and. NO.MOTE... 2. 
"Thus the Caſe. ſtood in the Reign of Hen. 5. As. 14.22. "when 
the famous: Canoniſt Linmad Dr. in Laws, returned from his 
Embaſſy to Spain, «and compoſed the Provincial Conſtitutions 
which have ever ſince been held in great eſteem, by Reaſon of 
his /$kill in the Common,..and Canon Law. of this Kingdom, hh 
and accordingly.made Dean of the Arches ; and after Biſhop: of 
St. Davids ;. And theſe Canons and Conſtirations, as. far as.they 
* are. not. contrariant to the Laws of the Kingdom, nor repugnant 
to the Royal, Prerogative, are eſtabliſhed to be ufed - and execu- 
ted, by.an AQ made in the 25 Her. 8. chap. 19. Which, AQ 
though it were Repealed by Qneen Afar; yet. was Revived a- * 
gain, 1 Eljz. 1. and ſo they continue to:;this day. - | 
To. Conclude therefore, it is adviſable, before Men grow. ry 
er. to; yend- Licenſes to Preach, to conſider, what our.Lord 
-— Chriſt will think of ſuch Prieſts, as may Baptize but not-Preach : 
as may Communicate, but not inſtrut their Charge; ſeeing a 
7% - Prieſt is properly a Miniſter of - Chriſt, one of, the ſacred Or- 
3s ders: 4 nes : 'Oz Gs axe ag the [fe hou, P 
ms Prieſt it well, are ſuppoſed to or Dofrine Hana ou - 
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ether, lex bat Confidence in Men to aſi hes: ara; "0 
were more 6 gr be got by it, than'a rea Fee. Cin theſe two 
Priefts, » be per dey vos (hage ng age 'that-covld Tedth and 7 © 
Biptize ? -ours that could 'Baptize, 'butnot* Teach, BA 
be in an Eſſential part of ek Calling, Ns | —_ ny; Wo” 
Secondly, They ſhould confider 00, whatthePrimitive ( Church: > 
would think of ſuch Proceedings: feving they inever:theard" of -* 
any Licenſe beſides Ordination and. Miſfion :'nor "of cany- Prieſt -* 
but what could and ought to Preach'as well as Baptizes - *:.; ih 
Thirdly, They ought alſo to-<confider, what Neighbour Oharch.: 
esiand IF will Judge jof our 'Miniſtery ; when they thall 


hear that Ordain, end-Inſtitute Prieſts, 'that/ have nob Po 
wer to inſtra& their People. © © 8 

Fourthly, They might do well alſo to conſider, | what, the "Y 
yeral Pariſhes of Ergland, may deem, the Church Rulers are 
about to do, in ſending them Miniſters, that have no Power to» 
Preach among them.: . Will not they be apt to ſuſpet, ſuch Ru- _ 
ters have little care of the Peoples Souls. And that they area—= 577 
bout to ſettle Sir Johns among them. - + 8 

Fifthly, Nor is it wholly. to be lighted, what the ſeveral Seas 
of this Kingdom, ma ay judge of the National Miniſtry ;. may: 
they not take occaſion from hence toaffirm, our. Priefts to:be no». 
Miniſters of Chriſt, ſeeing they have not Power to Preach the: , - 
Goſpel, ' by their Ordination, and Inſtitution; withoat'fome: 
farther Authority. We know their Readineſs, to Catch at. the: "2. 
ſhadow, of an Argument againſt our Miniſtry,. to give ſome: © 
alleviation to their Schiſmatical Guilt,. and to: ſupport -their- 
finking cauſe. But hereby we ſeem to thruſt a Cudgel- into» 
their hands to drub us and our Miniſtry withall. Jt had: 
been far better our own Mouths had been ſhut in this Point, than-.. 
to Open ſo many Mouths againſt us: . 

Laſtly, It may not altogether be unworthy our Conlideration, | E 
what our Reformers would think of theſe Licenſes to Preach, now” -. 2 $2 
org'd; ſeeing they changed the very. Simbols of Ordination-; 35, 2 
laying aſide the Chalice and Patin, and inſtead thereof, is {h 
the- Teſtament, or Bible, into the hand of the Prieſt, Mg, 
dination :- Requiring, and enabling him to take; Autho: Wm E 
Preach- the. word of God. Thereby eviticing that in” 
Judgment, Preaching: was-.an Eſſential part” "of the Prieſts 
fice; and that it was a - fault in the Roman Church m1 
RETIDOK bot 0} made: EOF HY Priel a ; and nd 4 
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